
 
 

 

 
August 29, 2018 Electricity Consumption Alert 

 
Today is expected to be a peak electricity usage day for New England, due to the extremely high 
temperature and heat index.  Please help Belmont save energy and money by reducing your electricity 
consumption between 4 pm and 8 pm.  
 
Reducing electricity consumptions helps Belmont Light maintain a safe electric delivery system and 
ultimately saves you money on your bill. 
 
 

 
 

Tips to reduce Belmont peak electricity consumption 
 

●     Adjust your AC between 4pm and 8pm and turn off the AC in rooms that are not used. Raising the 
thermostat even by 2-3 degrees helps! 
●     Use a microwave oven or an outdoor grill instead of a stove or a regular oven. 

●     Shift laundry and dishwasher use to after 8 pm. 
●     Run pool pumps or use hot tubs before 4pm or after 8pm. 

●     Shift other electricity use to before 4pm or after 8pm. 
●     Charge your electric vehicle after 8pm. 
 
 

 
Why should you reduce your electricity usage on a hot day? 

 
There are 3 big reasons why you should reduce your usage on a hot day: 
 

1. Higher consumption puts more stress on Belmont’s electric delivery system. 
2. On-peak energy generation tends to be from “dirtier” energy sources. 
3. Lowering Belmont’s electricity peak lowers your electric bill. 

 
Reduce stress on the Belmont system:  Higher demand for electricity puts Belmont’s system close to or 
at its capacity.  The risk of brownouts and blackouts rise as the system reaches its capacity. 
 
Avoid “dirtier” energy sources:  On-peak energy generation tends to come less from renewable energy 
sources like wind and solar and more from polluting sources, like fossil fuels.  These dirtier sources are 
more available when demand for electricity is high. 
 
Lower your electricity bill:  Every bit of electricity reduced during peak times will help Belmont mitigate 
future electricity costs.  Nearly one-third of your electric bill is for the cost of procuring sufficient 
capacity for peak days and these costs are continuing to increase for all utilities across New England.  


